January 12, 19?? 


Editor 

Letters to the Editor 
The Hew York Times 
229 West 43d St. 

Hew York, NY 10036 

Lear Sir or Madam* 


Although 1 am ©ae of the most outspoken critics of the 
Warren Commission, I mast express general agreement with the ■ 
Times 11 recent editorial (Jan. 6) warning the House Select Committee 
on Tssass instions not to end up inflating ! * fearful fantasies* 3 about 
the Kennedy and King murders, ' 


To date* the House committee has done little to warrant 
confidence and much to foster serious doubts about its pursuit of 
truth. Its plans to use lie detectors and stress evaluators 
suggest that an inquisition is planned, not an investigation; 
such machines are meant to bally witnesses, not to ascertain 
truth. The committee * s staff has also shown a distressing lack 
of regard for the legal rights of James lari Ray, the alleged 
assassin of Dr. King; Mr. Hay's lawyer, James Laser, has already 
clashed twice with the committee's director and chief counsel, 
Richard Sprague. (Mew York Times, 12/31/76) Rurtherssore , the 
staff has misrepresent©!"" several* basic facts about the King murder 
in briefing the committee's members. A staff lawyer has stated 
that the bullet removed from Dr. King had been fired from Hay's 
rifle; in fact, the FBI ballistic® expert has sworn that the 
projectile was too mutilated to trace it to any rifle. 

One of the most disturbing aspects of the committee's work is 
its close association with Mr. Mark Dane. Mr. Lane is certain to 

detract from the committee's credibility and scholarship in that 
his own indiscretions concerning the assassination have lost him 
the respect of most ''the the serious critical community. It should 
be remembered that .Mr* Lane, a close confident of the discredited 
Jia Garrison, has often claimed that he knows tide identities of 
the “real assassins* of President Kennedy . In recent years he ha© 
dropped that claim, never explaining why he repeatedly made it. 


Also, pleased be advised of your own error in referring to 
“disclosure last fall that the I’BI and CIA withheld information 
from the Warren Commission* 8 ’ fh« disclosure concerning Castro's 
alleged knowledge ©f Oswald's 15 plans 8 to kill Kennedy were contained 
in a letter from J. Edgar Hoover to the Warren Commission a nd Asa 
present^ in the Commission's files* (A copy of this letter, censored fey 
the Rational Archives, is appended. It 1® from the Con&ise ion's 
internal file Ho. 1359. ) Also, the Commission was furnished with 
transcripts of the CIA's interceptions of Oswald's ©hone conversations 
.at the Cuban and Russian embassies in Mexico City. ^Although the 
.government leaks such information to the press, it withholds the 
actual documents from serious researchers ’ such a© myself. 

. f khve repeatedly end publicly calited for a congressional 
investigation of _ the assassination and its fraudulent official 
Investigation. ^ if Congress responds by adopting the methods of the 
warren commission and *he intelligence agencies^ it will only compound 
the tragedy and further obscure the truth. 


Sincerely, 



